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The Gospel According to John                                               4-22-2020 

1. Last week I taught in part Joh 8:57-9:12 by way of the Doctrine of Health 
and Healing. When the clock tolled 7:45 we were just finishing the 
categorical analysis of Health and Healing. 

2. Before we continue, I want to give you opportunity to use 1Jo 1:9 as may 
or may not be necessary. 

3. If you want to hear an audio presentation of this lesson please go to 
westbankbiblechurch.com and click on streaming audio of services. 

4. I want to review some of that learned and then begin new material on 
page four.  

NIV 
Joh 9:1 As he went along, he saw a man blind from birth. 
Joh 9:2 His disciples asked him, "Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his 
parents, that he was born blind?" 
Joh 9:3 "Neither this man nor his parents sinned," said Jesus, "but this 
happened so that the work of God might be displayed in his life. 
Joh 9:4 As long as it is day, we must do the work of him who sent me. Night 
is coming, when no one can work. 
Joh 9:5 While I am in the world, I am the light of the world." 
Joh 9:6 Having said this, he spit on the ground, made some mud with the 
saliva, and put it on the man's eyes. 
Joh 9:7 "Go," he told him, "wash in the Pool of Siloam" (this word means 
sent). So the man went and washed, and came home seeing. 
Joh 9:8 His neighbors and those who had formerly seen him begging asked, 
"Isn't this the same man who used to sit and beg?" 
Joh 9:9 Some claimed that he was. Others said, "No, he only looks like 
him." But he himself insisted, "I am the man." 
Joh 9:10 "How then were your eyes opened?" they demanded. 
Joh 9:11 He replied, "The man they call Jesus made some mud and put it on 
my eyes. He told me to go to Siloam and wash. So I went and washed, and 
then I could see." 
Joh 9:12 "Where is this man?" they asked him. "I don't know," he said. 
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DOCTRINE OF HEALTH AND HEALING 

1. Principles of Health 

1.1 The Bible has much to say about health and healing. Throughout its 
pages may be found many sound principles for healthful living. The 
physical strength and well-being of the body is never despised or dismissed. 
3Jo 1:2  

1.2 The Law of Moses set forth specific regulations which served to prevent 
disease and continues to be “a model of sanitary and hygienic insight.” 

1.3 Prevention of psychosomatic illnesses is assured by obedience to the 
Word of God. Pro 3:7-8 

1.4 The concept of health includes all areas of the individual’s existence – 
body, mind and spirit. Psa 42:11  

1.5 The redemptive work of Christ for the believer is the greatest healing force 
known to man. 

2.  Divine Healing 

2.1 The Bible teaches that human beings may look to God for direct healing.  

2.2 David testified regarding the God-fearing man. Psa 41:3-4  

2.3 The psalmists in Psa 30:2 repeatedly thanked God for his healing: 

2.4 Obedience to God’s Word can result in healing and health. Pro 4:20-22 

3. Some of the healings recorded in the Bible were with means as in the case 
of Hezekiah where the means used was a poultice of figs; wine was a means 
in the case of Timothy and music in the case of Saul. 

3.1 Others were without any means as in the case of Miriam. 

3.2 Certainly the Bible is not opposed to the use of means for healing since 
Christ Himself considered it normal for people to go to a doctor. 

4. Many false concepts about healing have developed. For example:  

4.1 When a person seeks healing from God, some conclude he is making a 
choice between God and the doctor. Christian Scientists go so far as 
teaching that the use of a doctor is a sin. 
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4.1.1 In the case of Asa which has been quoted as an example of how 
choosing a doctor over God reflects a lack of faith on the part of the 
believer. Asa’s choice was one of choosing the equivalent of “witch doctors” 
over God. The word in the NIV translated physicians might better be 
rendered “pagan sorcerers.” 2Ch 16:12 

5. Causes of Sickness 

5.1 Suffering in general is the consequence of the curse that came upon man 
after the Fall. 

5.2 There are many cases where sickness is caused by man’s ignorance and 
also by his own carelessness. We must understand all such illness like 
everything else becomes a reality only by the permissive will of God. 

5.3 Sickness may be directly caused by man’s sin, as in the spread of 
venereal disease, or chronic illnesses resulting from alcoholism, in some 
cases AIDS, etc. But again, we must always remember God is sovereign and 
often there are exceptions. Sickness may be sent by God as punishment, 
e.g., King Uzziah’s sin. 2Ch 26:16-19 

5.4 Sickness may work as a chastisement for the development of character. 
That an illness or accident might be used to train and develop the child of 
God cannot be ignored. It is the one whom the Lord loveth that God 
chasteneth.  

5.5 Paul as we have seen saw his thorn in the flesh as something used to 
buffet him. He also saw in it something God used to keep him humble.    
2Co 12:10  

5.6 Paul healed many while he himself was not delivered. 1Co 12:7-9 

5.7 This further proves that healing does not depend on our faith in God, it 
is dependent on God’s will. From His omniscience His sovereignty chooses 
to answer. 

6. The healings of Christ and of the early church were early studied when 
we undertook a   study of The Doctrine of Miracles. 
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7. Because sickness was not part of original creation but a later product of 
disobedience, Jesus healed many sick to document the coming Kingdom 
and fulfill prophecy. 

8. Philip’s miracles at Samaria, the healing of the lame beggar at the temple 
gate, and of the cripple at Lystra opened up doors of opportunity to testify 
of Christ. Acts 3:1-10; 8:6-8 

9. Christ in the case of the man born blind healed a man who initially had 
no faith in Jesus as the Messiah. Joh 9:1-38 

10. Now let’s see what we can learn from Joh 10:1-18 

Parable of the Good Shepherd 

Joh 10:1 "I tell you the truth, the man who does not enter the sheep pen by 
the gate, but climbs in by some other way, is a thief and a robber. 
Joh 10:2 The man who enters by the gate is the shepherd of his sheep. 
Joh 10:3 The watchman opens the gate for him, and the sheep listen to his 
voice. He calls his own sheep by name and leads them out. 
Joh 10:4 When he has brought out all his own, he goes on ahead of them, 
and his sheep follow him because they know his voice. 
Joh 10:5 But they will never follow a stranger; in fact, they will run away 
from him because they do not recognize a stranger's voice." 
Joh 10:6 Jesus used this figure of speech, but they did not understand what 
he was telling them. 
Joh 10:7 Therefore Jesus said again, "I tell you the truth, I am the gate for 
the sheep. 
Joh 10:8 All who ever came before me were thieves and robbers, but the 
sheep did not listen to them. 
Joh 10:9 I am the gate; whoever enters through me will be saved. He will 
come in and go out, and find pasture. 
Joh 10:10 The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy; I have come 
that they may have life, and have it to the full. 
Joh 10:11 "I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his 
life for the sheep. 
Joh 10:12 The hired hand is not the shepherd who owns the sheep. So 
when he sees the wolf coming, he abandons the sheep and runs away. 
Then the wolf attacks the flock and scatters it. 
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Joh 10:13 The man runs away because he is a hired hand and cares nothing 
for the sheep. 
Joh 10:14 "I am the good shepherd; I know my sheep and my sheep 
know me --  
Joh 10:15 just as the Father knows me and I know the Father --  and I lay 
down my life for the sheep. 
Joh 10:16 I have other sheep that are not of this sheep pen. I must bring 
them also. They too will listen to my voice, and there shall be one flock and 
one shepherd. 
Joh 10:17 The reason my Father loves me is that I lay down my life -- only 
to take it up again. 
Joh 10:18 No one takes it from me, but I lay it down of my own accord. I 
have authority to lay it down and authority to take it up again. This 
command I received from my Father." 

11. I think the best way to teach these verses is to study the Shepherd 
Psalm. 

THE TWENTY-THIRD PSALM 

1. This Psalm is the most beloved and the most often used of all the Psalms. 
Perhaps there are more expositions of it in existence than of any other. The 
saints of God have always delighted in it. Orthodox Jews love it, and the 
unorthodox, so-called reformed Jews, also make use of it in their 
synagogues. It has often been pointed out that in this Psalm the Messiah, 
Christ our Lord, is seen as the Good Shepherd. Thus, He announced 
Himself when on earth. 

Joh 10:11 I am the good shepherd; the good shepherd giveth His life for the 
sheep.   

2. The suffering of the Good Shepherd as He gave His life for the sheep is 
wonderfully foretold in many Old Testament passages.  

Jeremiah and Ezekiel spoke of Israel being gathered by the Messiah Christ 
as a shepherd gathers and protects His sheep.  

Jer 31:10 Hear the word of the LORD, O ye nations, and declare it in the 
isles afar off, and say, He that scattered Israel will gather him, and keep 
him, as a shepherd doth his flock … 
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2.1 Ezekiel spoke of the day when the Great Shepherd would seek out his 
sheep and deliver them from where they have been scattered. 

Eze 34:12 As a shepherd looks after his scattered flock when he is with 
them, so will I look after my sheep. I will rescue them from all the places 
where they were scattered on a day of clouds and darkness.  

3. The New Testament also describes Christ as a loving and caring 
Shepherd. 

Heb 13:20 May the God of peace, who through the blood of the eternal 
covenant brought back from the dead our Lord Jesus, that great Shepherd 
of the sheep, 
Heb 13:21 equip you with everything good for doing his will, and may he 
work in us what is pleasing to him, through Jesus Christ, to whom be glory 
for ever and ever. Amen.  

4. The twenty-third Psalm first revealed Christ as the Great Shepherd of the 
sheep whom the God of peace would provide as Israel’s Shepherd – Christ 
the Messiah. Without the work of Christ there could be no Twenty-Third 
Psalm. Without a Christ who died for our sins there could be no comfort for 
guilty sinners. The Twenty-Third Psalm announces the gracious provisions 
made possible by the risen Christ. He who denies that Christ died as the 
Good Shepherd for our sins has no claim on the comfort of the Christ. Nor 
has the unsaved a right to say, “The Lord is my Shepherd, I shall not want.” 
Before we quote the text and give a very brief explanation of the famous 
Shepherd Psalm, we must point out an often-neglected truth. While we 
apply this Psalm, and apply it rightly, to ourselves, we must not forget that 
Christ is not alone our Shepherd, but He will be the Shepherd of a future 
Israel.  

5. Recall Zechariah's vision of Joshua, representing Israel before the 
Throne of God.  

Zec 3:1 Then he showed me Joshua the high priest standing before the 
angel of the LORD, and Satan standing at his right side to accuse him. 
Zec 3:2 The LORD said to Satan, "The LORD rebuke you, Satan! The 
LORD, who has chosen Jerusalem, rebuke you! Is not this man a burning 
stick snatched from the fire?" 
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Zec 3:3 Now Joshua was dressed in filthy clothes as he stood before the 
angel. 
Zec 3:4 The angel said to those who were standing before him, "Take off his 
filthy clothes." Then he said to Joshua, "See, I have taken away your sin, 
and I will put rich garments on you." 
Zec 3:5 Then I said, "Put a clean turban on his head." So they put a clean 
turban on his head and clothed him, while the angel of the LORD stood by.  

6. The interpretation of David's Twenty-third Psalm to Israel and their 
covenant promises have been mostly overlooked. Throughout the Old 
Testament the Messiah is spoken of as the Shepherd of His people, Israel.  

7. And when on his dying bed the aged Patriarch mentioned the shepherd 
in connection with Joseph, He said: 

Gen 49:22 "Joseph is a fruitful vine, a fruitful vine near a spring, whose 
branches climb over a wall. 
Gen 49:23 With bitterness archers attacked him; they shot at him with 
hostility. 
Gen 49:24 But his bow remained steady, his strong arms stayed limber, 
because of the hand of the Mighty One of Jacob, because of the Shepherd, 
the Rock of Israel, 

8. And so, we often sing of a Rock in Whom we have been safely tucked 
away: 

Rock of Ages cleft for me, 

Let me hide myself in Thee;   

9. In Psalm 80 we read again of the Shepherd of Israel. "Give ear, O 
Shepherd of Israel, Thou that leadest Joseph like a flock: Thou that dwellest 
between the Cherubim, shine forth." Psa 80:1   

10. Isaiah also mentions the Lord as Israel's Shepherd who lovingly gathers 
them in His arms. "He tends his flock like a shepherd: He gathers the lambs 
in his arms and carries them close to his heart; he gently leads those that 
have young. Isa 40:11 
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10.1 Micah calls Israel the flock of His inheritance."Shepherd your people 
with your staff, the flock of your inheritance, which lives by itself in a forest, 
in fertile pasturelands. Let them feed in Bashan and Gilead as in days long 
ago. “As in the days when you came out of Egypt, I will show them my 
wonders." Mic 7:14-15  

11. One of the greatest prophecies of the Shepherd of Israel is found in the 
book of Ezekiel. All of chapter fifteen is devoted to this theme. In this 
chapter the false shepherds of Israel are exposed. The condition of the 
sheep of Israel is described; they are a scattered flock and become the prey 
of wild beasts. Therefore, tell those who cover the walls with whitewash that 
it is going to fall. Rain will come in torrents, and I will send hailstones 
hurtling down, and violent winds will burst forth. When the wall collapses, 
will people ask you, “where is the whitewash you covered it with?” 

Eze 13:10 "'Because they lead my people astray, saying, "Peace," when there 
is no peace, and because, when a flimsy wall is built, they cover it with 
whitewash, 
Eze 13:11 therefore tell those who cover it with whitewash that it is going to 
fall. Rain will come in torrents, and I will send hailstones hurtling down, 
and violent winds will burst forth. 
Eze 13:12 When the wall collapses, will people not ask you, "Where is the 
whitewash you covered it with?" 
Eze 13:13 "'Therefore this is what the Sovereign LORD says: In my wrath I 
will unleash a violent wind, and in my anger hailstones and torrents of rain 
will fall with destructive fury. 
Eze 13:14 I will tear down the wall you have covered with whitewash and 
will level it to the ground so that its foundation will be laid bare. When it 
falls, you will be destroyed in it; and you will know that I am the LORD.Eze 
13:15 So I will spend my wrath against the wall and against those who 
covered it with whitewash. I will say to you, "The wall is gone and so are 
those who whitewashed it, 

12. When the Shepherd and the stone of Israel appeared on earth in the 
form of a servant He came for the lost sheep of Israel. He sent his 
messengers to none but the sheep of Israel. He had great compassion for 
them “because they were like sheep without a Shepherd.” 
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13. In the gospel of John, we hear Him speak of these sheep who come forth 
from the Jewish fold who received Him not; and thus, the Shepherd of 
Israel was rejected by His own nation. "He came unto his own, and his own 
received him not." Joh 1:11 

14. In the next verse John mentions other sheep who will hear His voice 
and become one flock (the Church). "But as many as received him, to them 
gave He power to become the sons of God, even to them that believe on his 
name." Joh 1:12 

15. Some future day Christ will again act as the compassionate Shepherd of 
a believing Israel. He who was rejected, as Joseph was rejected, will come 
again and gather the outcast of Israel. He will gather them as a shepherd 
gathers the sheep. At the Second Advent, the believing remnant of Israel 
will break forth in singing, and the Twenty-third Psalm will most likely 
have a prominent place. And now we turn to the Psalm itself. It is best 
divided into two sections, each with three verses. Over the first three verses 
I put the word “assurance;” over the second three verses the word 
“comfort.” The authorized version can hardly be improved upon.  

16. For purposes of this overview I do not care to disturb the working of the 
KJV which for over four hundred years has brought unspeakable assurance 
and comfort to millions of God’s children.  

17. And now for verses 1-3. These three verses are designed to provide 
assurance to the believer. 

I. Assurance. (Verses 1-3) 

A. The LORD is my shepherd; I shall not want. 

B. He maketh me to lie down in green pastures: he leadeth me beside the 
still waters. 

C. He restoreth my soul: he leadeth me in the paths of righteousness for his 
name's sake. 

18. To be able to say, "The Lord is my shepherd," one must belong to Him 
and be one of His sheep. Before one goes into the sheep business, he must 
have sheep. Christ on the cross paid the price for a flock of sheep. It is 
therefore now important for the Shepherd to care for the sheep.   
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19. By nature, we are not the best of sheep but there is promise. Every 
member of the flock has potential and with care that only God can provide 
we will become just what God would have us to be “His Sheep.”  

Isa 53:4 Surely he hath borne our griefs, and carried our sorrows: yet we 
did esteem him stricken, smitten of God, and afflicted. 
Isa 53:5 But he was wounded for our transgressions, he was bruised for our 
iniquities: the chastisement of our peace was upon him; and with his stripes 
we are healed. 
Isa 53:6 All we like sheep have gone astray; we have turned every-one to his 
own way; and the LORD hath laid on him the iniquity of us all. 
Isa 53:7 He was oppressed, and he was afflicted, yet he opened not his 
mouth: he is brought as a lamb to the slaughter, and as a sheep before her 
shearers is dumb, so he openeth not his mouth. 
Isa 53:8 He was taken from prison and from judgment: and who shall 
declare his generation? for he was cut off out of the land of the living: for 
the transgression of my people was he stricken. 
Isa 53:9 And he made his grave with the wicked, and with the rich in his 
death; because he had done no violence, neither was any deceit in his 
mouth. 
Isa 53:10 Yet it pleased the LORD to bruise him; he hath put him to grief: 
when thou shalt make his soul an offering for sin, he shall see his seed, he 
shall prolong his days, and the pleasure of the LORD shall prosper in his 
hand. 

20. Christ, the Shepherd, came to seek and to save that which was lost. In 
the parable of the lost sheep He speaks of Himself as the seeking Shepherd.  

21. Does he not leave the ninety-nine in the open country and go after the 
lost sheep until he finds it? Yes, and when He finds it, He puts it on His 
shoulders, rejoicing. "Then Jesus told them this parable: "Suppose one of 
you has a hundred sheep and loses one of them. And when he finds it, he 
joyfully puts it on his shoulders and goes home.  

22. Then he calls his friends and neighbors together and says, 'Rejoice with 
me; I have found my lost sheep.'" Luk 15:3-6 

23. Notice that Jesus does not take His found sheep from His shoulder till 
home is reached.   
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23.1 He carries His sheep upon His shoulder--a symbol of power; He carries 
them in His bosom--a symbol of His never-ending love. It is not the sheep 
which is lost that seeks the Shepherd, but it is the Shepherd Who seeks the 
sheep. He comes and seeks us individually, and when we believe on Him as 
the Shepherd who died in our stead, we become His sheep and He became 
our Shepherd. "For ye were as sheep going astray; but are now returned 
unto the Shepherd and Bishop of your souls." 1Pe 2:25   

24. Ergo, we who know Him and belong to Him, can say, "The Lord is my 
Shepherd;" we can add in full assurance of faith, "I shall not want." He is 
the all-mighty, the all-wise, the all-loving, the never-changing Lord. Neither 
His power, nor His love can ever diminish. In His Shepherd's love He 
provides for all His sheep; in His Shepherd's care He watches over them. 
How different our lives would be as His children if our minds were ever 
centered upon Him as our Shepherd and if we could continually expect all 
things from Him!   

25. All we need is found in Him. As we say, "He is my Shepherd," we should 
be delivered from all anxiety and from all care. If we worry and are anxious 
with such a One who loves and cares, it is because we do not trust Him 
fully. Faith should say, "I cannot want." 

26. Next, we have the phrase, "He maketh me to lie down in green 
pastures." Pasture and rest He gives to His sheep. Christ paraphrases the 
phrase in the Gospel of John. "I am the door; by me if any man enter in he 
shall be saved, and shall go in and out and find pasture." Joh 10:9   

27. The phrase "He maketh me to lie down in green pastures," describes a 
peaceful scene.  A flock of sheep quietly grazing, and then, after eating lying 
down to chew the cud. The sheep like other ruminants eat, rest, and then 
the food comes up to be chewed again.   

28. The contented picture of sheep at rest, chewing the cud, shows what a 
pleasure it must give them. And so God provides a place where we can feed. 
The place the Lord has provided for His sheep is the local church and the 
food upon which we are to ruminate is His Word.   
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29. In the local church the pastor-teacher presents the Word and the Holy 
Spirit provides for each believer just exactly what is needed. To eat of Him 
and to drink of Him, this is our pasture. It is in that pasture we are to 
absorb and assimilate the Word until it becomes an integral part of 
ourselves. He also leads beside the still waters.  

30. There we find as His sheep, complete refreshment. He supplies the 
pasture; He gives the rest and He leads beside the quiet waters.   

31. And now for the phrase, "He restoreth my soul.” Some have changed the 
word "restore" to “refresh." But this is incorrect, for the Hebrew word Shuv 
means "to turn about, to be converted," or "to change one's mind." The 
sheep of Christ often wander away from the Shepherd; they stray into by-
paths and then having wandered into the desert of the world, where there is 
no pasture for the sheep of Christ, they lose their sense of fellowship with 
Him. We constantly need to be reminded of our proclivity to sin--the song 
writer perhaps said it best:  

Prone to wander, Lord I feel it, 

Prone to leave the God I love; 

32. Some misguided Christians who claim to possess perfect sanctification 
through some kind of an experience, deny this tendency of the human 
heart.  

33. This delusion is often followed by the disobedience of those unscriptural 
perfectionists. All spiritually minded believers know, we all wander from 
His side.  

34. But when we have strayed from Him He brings us back by His gracious 
power, and the result of this restoration is that we are led afresh in the 
paths of righteousness. He is the righteous, Holy Lord; that is His name, 
and His sheep, for whom He died, for whom He cares and for whom He 
never leaves nor forsakes, must follow Him in the same paths of 
righteousness which the Shepherd walked while on earth. To perform this 
formidable task God has provided from His love a perfect plan for each 
member of His forever family.   

He to rescue me from danger; 
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Interposed His precious blood. 

35. His still small voice is always there urging us to return to the fold, not 
simply when we are conscious of straying but even when we are not aware 
of having wandered away.  The dust of evil settles easily, and without giving 
alarm, in a world in which Satan is "the prince of the power of the air;" in 
Satan's world the mirror of conscience often becomes quickly dimmed. 
Thus, our constant need of recourse to Him Who, girded and ready, desires 
to use the water and towel on our behalf, and whose word is, "Except I wash 
thee, thou has no part with Me." When our Lord did this, it was not because 
the disciples knew of the need but because He knew it! The words with 
which we come to Him are not, "Lord, I have searched and tried myself--
and I have seen," but rather: "Search me, O Lord, and try me; and see if 
there be any wicked way in me."  

36. The phrase, "He leadeth me in the paths of righteousness for His 
Name's sake" strikes at the heart of the reason for our being. Like our 
beloved Christ we too must understand the role of the subordinate 
"Nevertheless Father, not my will but thine be done."  

37. To fully understand we are the clay and He is the potter, is to 
understand our role in the appeal phase of the angelic conflict. In time we 
are witnesses for the prosecution.  

38. Our daily adherence to the overtures of our righteous God make for 
Satan's downfall. The Father's leading in the paths of righteousness is not 
for our sakes but for His. 

Verses 4-6 have been provided for our comfort.    

II. Comfort (Verses 4-6) 

D. Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear 
no evil: for thou art with me; thy rod and thy staff they comfort me. Thou 
preparest a table before me in the presence of mine enemies: thou anointest 
my head with oil; my cup runneth over. 

E. Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life: and I 
will dwell in the house of the LORD forever. 
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39. While the valley of the shadow of death includes, as it is generally 
stated, a crossing of the golden bridge from time to eternity, it also has a 
wider application. The shadow of death includes much of that we 
experience in time. Life is certainly no picnic, but greater is He who is in 
thee than he that is in the world.  

40. In this world you shall have tribulation. "For even hereunto were ye 
called: because Christ also suffered for us, leaving us an example, that ye 
should follow his steps." 1Pe 2:21  

41. In the midst of these earthly scenes of uncertainty and change, the 
believer can say in utmost confidence, "I will fear no evil, for Thou art with 
me." Come what may I belong to Him Who is my Shepherd and He will take 
care of His sheep! Let trials and afflictions come, let sorrows be multiplied, 
I will fear no evil, for under His loving care evil cannot reach me, and if evil 
comes in the form of testing, it too must be good. 

42. Metaphysical cults like to make much of this sentence, "I will fear no 
evil." Fear is the common and the ultimate expression of distrust. Is He to 
be distrusted? Fear is unworthy of a true believer, for it dishonors Him. "I 
will trust and not be afraid," this should be our daily aim. And when we 
enter into the valley of the shadow of death--there is no need to fear when 
the silver cord is about to break.  

43. The Shepherd of the sheep passed through death; He conquered death 
and the grave and triumphantly the child of God can say, "O death, where is 
thy sting? O grave where is thy victory?" With Him alongside, the dying 
believer does not see the opening of the jaws of death, but the opening of 
the gates of glory.  

43.1   Often-times pastors have consoled those who were facing serious 
illness, or a serious operation, by urging them to remember, "I will fear no 
evil for Thou art with me." His rod and His staff are our comfort.  

44. The Shepherd carries a rod and a staff of authority. Moses' rod 
stretched across the sea, parted the waves and made a way through the sea. 
His rod is still outstretched in behalf of His people.  
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45. The staff which our Shepherd has for His sheep today is His Word; on 
this we can lean and trust. Then the scene changes. The Shepherd has a 
table spread for His sheep in the presence of his enemies.  

46. Here we can think of the Lord's table with the bread and wine, as 
symbols of His love.  As we worship at His table, we remember Him, the 
good Shepherd who died for the sheep. We show forth the Lord's death. 
And while we remember Him, there are onlookers. The Lord Himself is 
there and both elect and fallen angels behold the worship. The table spread, 
announces His conquering love, it is the table of victory.  

47. Here triumphantly the heart can sing: If God be for us, who can be 
against us? He that spared not His own Son, but delivered Him up for us 
all, how shall He not with Him also freely give us all things? Who shall lay 
anything to the charge of God's elect?  

48. At this table then we can look forward to the final victory when the 
Good Shepherd of the sheep will appear with crowns in hand. Then eternity 
comes before us, the blessed thought with which this psalm closes and with 
which the next begins. Goodness and mercy will surely follow all the days of 
our lives. Yea in Him, under Him and with Him all must be goodness and 
mercy. And then the phrase, "I shall dwell in the house of the Lord forever."  

49. Perhaps David by penning this Psalm provided impetus to Paul’s New 
Testament declaration: 

Rom 8:38 For I am convinced that neither death nor life, neither angels nor 
demons, neither the present nor the future, nor any powers, 
Rom 8:39 neither height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be 
able to separate us from the love of God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord. 

50. The Lord is my Shepherd, I shall not want. What shall I not want? I 
shall not want anything in time and I shall not want anything in eternity. 

51. Let us pray. 

We do not authorize any third party to solicit donations on 
behalf of the Westbank Bible Church. 

 

 


