2Ti 3:1-5 6-28-20

1. This morning we will continue the study of Second Timothy where Paul
from prison writes to Timothy in Ephesus.

2. For a written and/or audio presentation of this lesson go to
westbankbiblechurch.com and click-on streaming audio of services.

3. Before we continue, I want to give you opportunity to use 1Jo 1:9 as may
or may not be necessary.

4. When the clock tolled 11:30 last week I was about to teach the Doctrine
of Balaam. Before we begin that study, I want to review some of that
learned last week.

NIV

2Ti 3:1 But mark this: There will be terrible times in the last days.

2Ti 3:2 People will be lovers of themselves, lovers of money, boastful,
proud, abusive, disobedient to their parents, ungrateful, unholy,

2Ti 3:3 without love, unforgiving, slanderous, without self-control, brutal,
not lovers of the good,

2Ti 3:4 treacherous, rash, conceited, lovers of pleasure rather than lovers of
God --

2Ti 3:5 having a form of godliness but denying its power. Have nothing to
do with them.

5. There were many false teachers actively resisting the Lord during the
Kingdom Age. Mat 15:1-3, 16:1-4, 19:3-8; Mar 11:15-18

6. The Scriptures are replete with teachings about false communicators
called: false prophets, wolves in sheep’s clothing, Satan's ministers, wells
without water, hireling prophets, profane vain babblers and lastly ship
wreckers of the faith.

7. Several Old Testament examples:

7.1 Satan convinced one-third of the angels to follow him in his rebellion
and terrible act of pride.



7.2 Satan was a deft false communicator when he possessed the snake, a
creature originally created as a thing of beauty but later cursed to its
present state because of his seduction of Eve.

7.3 Satan, as with all sin, was also a major player in the slaying of Abel.

7.4 There were false communicators who no doubt tried to dissuade Noah
in building the ark. As John Grey Barnhouse has said in his book entitled
Genesis:

7.5 There were false communicators who rose up against Moses.
7.5.1 At Horeb - No Water

7.5.2 Korah — Open Rebellion

7.5.3 Korah and Followers Executed

7.6 Aaron could not handle the Exodus generation in Moses' absence. He
became a false communicator forsaking his "responsibilities as High
Priest."

8. In Numbers chapters 22 through 25 we find the terrible example of
Balaam. So evil was this man, he became the New Testament example for
false teachers; especially those with improper motivations.

Doctrine of Balaam
Introduction

1. Balaam was a typical hireling prophet, seeking only to make a market of
his gift. This is the way of Balaam as spoken by Peter in 2Pe 2:15-17 and
characterizes false teachers.

2Pe 2:15 They have left the straight-way and wandered off to follow the way
of Balaam son of Beor, who loved the wages of wickedness.

2Pe 2:16 But he was rebuked for his wrongdoing by a donkey -- a beast
without speech -- who spoke with a man's voice and restrained the
prophet's madness.

2Pe 2:17 These men are springs without water and mists driven by a storm.
Blackest darkness is reserved for them.



2. The error of Balaam was obvious. He was willing to sell his soul to the
Devil.

Jude 11 Woe to them! They have taken the way of Cain; they have rushed
for profit into Balaam's error; they have been destroyed in Korah's
rebellion.

3. A holy God, Balaam reasoned must curse such a people of Israel. Like all
false teachers he was ignorant of the higher morality of vicarious
atonement, by which God could be just and yet the justifier of believing
sinners.

Rom 3:25 God presented him as a sacrifice of atonement, through faith in
his blood. He did this to demonstrate his justice, because in his forbearance
he had left the sins committed beforehand unpunished —

Rom 3:26 he did it to demonstrate his justice at the present time, so as to
be just and the one who justifies those who have faith in Jesus.

Joh 3:16 "For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son,
that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life.

Joh 3:17 For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world,
but to save the world through him.

Joh 3:18 Whoever believes in him is not condemned, but whoever does not
believe stands condemned already because he has not believed in the name
of God's one and only Son.

Eph 2:8 For by Grace are you saved through faith and that not of
yourselves.

Eph 2:9 It is a gift of God not of works lest any man should boast.

Eph 2:10 For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus unto good
works, which God hath before ordained that we should walk in them.

Balak Sends for Balaam

1. Then the Israelites traveled to the plains of Moab and camped along the
Jordan across from Jericho. Now Balak saw all that Israel had done to the
Amorites,
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2. Moab was terrified because there were so many people. Indeed, Moab
was filled with dread because of the Israelites.

3. The Moabites said to the elders of Midian, "This horde is going to lick up
everything around us, as an ox licks up the grass of the field." Balak who
was king of Moab at that time, sent messengers to summon Balaam who
was at Pethor, near the River, in his native land.

4. Balak said: "A people has come out of Egypt; they cover the face of the
land and have settled next to me.

5. Now come and put a curse on these people, because they are too powerful
for me. Perhaps then I will be able to defeat them and drive them out of the
country. For I know that those you bless are blessed, and those you curse
are cursed."

6. The elders of Moab and Midian left, taking with them the fee for
divination. When they came to Balaam, they told him what Balak had said
"Spend the night here," Balaam said to them, "and I will bring you back the
answer the LORD gives me." So, the Moabite princes stayed with him.

7. God came to Balaam and asked, "Who are these men with you?" Balaam
said to God, "Balak king of Moab, sent me this message: 'A people that has
come out of Egypt covers the face of the land.



7.1 Now come and put a curse on them for me. Perhaps then I will be able to
fight them and drive them away."

7.2 But God said to Balaam, "Do not go with them. You must not put a curse
on those people, because they are blessed."

8. So, the Moabite princes returned to Balak and said, "Balaam refused to
come with us." Then Balak sent other princes, more numerous and more
distinguished than the first. The new delegation spoke once more to
Balaam. “I will reward you handsomely. Come and put a curse on these
people for me."

9. Balaam answered them, "Even if Balak gave me his palace filled with
silver and gold, I could not do anything great or small to go beyond the
command of the LORD my God. Now stay here tonight as the others did,
and I will find out what else the LORD will tell me."

9.1 That night God came to Balaam and said, "Since these men have come
to summon you, go with them, but do only what I tell you."

10. When the donkey saw the angel of the LORD standing in the road with a
drawn sword in his hand, she turned off the road into a field. Balaam beat
her to get her back on the road. Then the LORD opened the donkey's
mouth, and she said to Balaam, "What have I done to you to make you beat
me these three times?"

11. The angel of the LORD said to Balaam, "Go with the men, but speak only
what I tell you." So, Balaam went with the princes of Balak.

11.1 The next morning Balak took Balaam up to Bagmoth Baal, and from
there he saw part of the people.

The Prophecies of Balaam

1. Balaam said, "Build me seven altars here, and prepare seven bulls and
seven rams for me."

2. The LORD put a message in Balaam's mouth and said, "Go back to Balak
and give him this message." Who can count the dust of Jacob or number the
fourth part of Israel?



3. Let me die the death of the righteous, and may my end be like theirs!"
Balak said to Balaam, "What have you done to me? I brought you to curse
my enemies, but you have done nothing but bless them!"

4. Then Balak said to him, "Come with me to another place where you can
see them; you will see only a part but not all of them. And from there, curse
them for me." So, he took him to the field of Zophim on the top of Pisgah,
and there he built seven altars and offered a bull and a ram on each altar.

5. Balaam said to Balak, "Stay here beside your offering while I meet with
him over there." The LORD met with Balaam and put a message in his
mouth and said, "Go back to Balak and give him this message."

6. So he went to him and found him standing beside his offering, with the
princes of Moab. Balak asked him, "What did the LORD say?" I have
received a command to bless; he has blessed, and I cannot change it.

7. There is no sorcery against Jacob, no divination against Israel. It will now
be said of Jacob and of Israel, 'See what God has done!' The people rise like
a lioness; they rouse themselves like a lion that does not rest till he devours
his prey and drinks the blood of his victims."

The Prophecy from Peor

1. Then Balak said to Balaam, "Come, let me take you to another place.
Perhaps it will please God to let you curse them for me from there." Now
when Balaam saw that it pleased the LORD to bless Israel, he did not resort
to sorcery as at other times, but turned his face toward the desert.

2. When Balaam looked out and saw Israel encamped tribe by tribe, the
Spirit of God came upon him the oracle of one who hears the words of God,
who sees a vision from the Almighty, who falls prostrate, and whose eyes
are opened: "How beautiful are your tents, O Jacob, your dwelling places, O
Israel! Like valleys they spread out, like gardens beside a river, like aloes
planted by the LORD, like cedars beside the waters.”

The King Vents his Anger

1. Then Balak's anger burned against Balaam. He struck his hands together
and said to him, "I summoned you to curse my enemies, but you have

blessed them.”
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1.1 Then Balaam got up and returned home and Balak went his own way.
The Sin of Peor

1. While Israel was staying in Shittim, the men began to indulge in sexual
immorality, bringing on a plague. One couple became fatally infamous and
the source of many Midianite deaths.

Num 25:14 Now the name of the Israelite that was slain, even that was slain
with the Midianitish woman, was Zimri, the son of Salu, a prince of a chief
house among the Simeonites.

Num 25:15 And the name of the Midianitish woman that was slain was
Cozbi, the daughter of Zur; he was head over a people, and of a chief house
in Midian.

Num 25:16 And the LORD spake unto Moses, saying,

Num 25:17 Vex the Midianites, and smite them:

Num 25:18 For they vex you with their wiles, wherewith they have beguiled
you in the matter of Peor, and in the matter of Cozbi, the daughter of a
prince of Midian, their sister, which was slain in the day of the plague for
Peor's sake.

Num 31:16 "They were the ones who followed Balaam's advice and were the
means of turning the Israelites away from the LORD in what happened at
Peor, so that a plague struck the LORD'S people. (See Rev 2:14)
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Jos 22:17 Was not the sin of Peor enough for us? Up to this very day we
have not cleansed ourselves from that sin, even though a plague fell on the
community of the LORD!

2. The LORD said to Moses, "Take all the leaders of these people, kill them
and expose them in broad daylight before the LORD, so that the LORD'S
fierce anger may turn away from Israel."”

3. Apparently, one Israelite male did not get the message for he brought his
new found Midianite girlfriend into camp flaunting Moses pronouncements
about fraternization; he took his paramour Cozbi into the Tabernacle to
have sex. Phinehas took matters into his own hands.

4. When Phinehas son of Eleazar, the son of Aaron, the priest, saw this, he
left the assembly, took a spear in his hand and followed the Israelite into
the tent. He drove the spear through both of them. Shortly thereafter the
plague against the Israelites stopped.

5. The LORD said to Moses, “Treat the Midianites as enemies and kill them
all” and that they did.

Jude 11 Woe unto them! for they have gone in the way of Cain, and ran
greedily after the error of Balaam a prophet for reward, and perished in the
gainsaying of Korah (Core).

Jude 12 These are spots in your feasts of charity, when they feast with you,
feeding themselves without fear: clouds they are without water, carried
about of winds; trees whose fruit withereth, without fruit, twice dead,
plucked up by the roots;

Rev 2:12 And to the angel of the church in Pergamos (300-800 A. D.) write;
These things saith he which hath the sharp sword with two edges ...

Rev 2:14 But I have a few things against thee, because thou hast there them
that hold the doctrine of Balaam the prophet, who taught Balak the King of
the Moabites to cast a stumbling block before the children of Israel, to eat
things sacrificed unto idols, and to commit fornication.
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