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2Ti 4:3-5                                                                                                      9-27-20 

1. Last week I completed our study of 2Ti 4:1-2 and then we began an 
analysis of 2Ti 4:3-5.  

2. Before we continue that study, I want to give you opportunity to use          
1Jo 1:9 as may or may not be necessary. 

3. For a written and/or audio copy of this lesson please go to 
westbankbiblechurch.com and click-on streaming audio of services. 

4. I want to review some of that learned last week and then begin new 
material on page four where we were studying three heretics. 

KJV 
2Ti 4:3 For the time will come when they will not endure sound doctrine; 
but after their own lusts shall they heap to themselves teachers, having 
itching ears; 
2Ti 4:4 And they shall turn away their ears from the truth, and shall be 
turned unto fables. 
2Ti 4:5 But watch thou in all things, endure afflictions, do the work of an 
evangelist, make full proof of thy ministry. 

5. I think the best way to study these verses is to review the Doctrine of 
False Communicators. 

Infamous New Testament False Teachers 

1. The apostle Paul speaks of Hymenaeus, Philetus and Alexander as men 
who had done most serious injury to the church.  

2. The specific error of Hymenaeus and Philetus was their denial that there 
would be any bodily resurrection. They treated all Scriptural references to 
such a state, as figurative or metaphorical.  

3. The Christian, knowing that Christ was raised from the dead, looked 
forward to the day when his body should be raised; but this faith was 
utterly denied by the teaching of Hymeneus and Philetus.  

4. Paul tells us, this false teaching had overthrown the faith of some. It 
would also overthrow Christian faith altogether, for if the dead are not 
raised, neither is Christ risen from the dead, and "ye are yet in your sins"  
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5. The denial of the resurrection of the body, whether of mankind generally 
or of Christ, is the overthrow of the faith. It leaves nothing to cling to, no 
living Christ, who saves and leads and comforts His people.  

6. The apostle proceeds to say that teaching of this kind "eats as doth a 
gangrene," and that it increases unto more ungodliness. As a canker or 
gangrene eats away the flesh, so does such teaching eat away Christian 
faith.  

7. Paul is careful to say, more than once, that the teaching which denies that 
there will be a resurrection of the dead leads inevitably to "ungodliness" 
and to "iniquity." 

What about the Resurrection bothered Hymenaeus and Philetus? Was it the 
who, when, where, how, why or the result? 

The WHO – Jesus Christ the Son of God and Jewish Messiah 

Joh 4:25 The woman saith unto him, I know that the Messiah cometh, 
which is called Christ: when he is come, he will tell us all things. 
Joh 4:26 Jesus saith unto her, I that speak unto thee am he. 

Joh 9:35 Jesus heard that they had cast him out; and when he had found 
him, he said unto him, Dost thou believe on the Son of God? 
Joh 9:36 He answered and said, Who is he, Lord, that I might believe on 
him? 
Joh 9:37 And Jesus said unto him, Thou hast both seen him, and it is he 
that talketh with thee. 
Joh 9:38 And he said, Lord, I believe. And he worshipped him. 

The WHEN – On Sunday, the last day of Passion Week 

The WHERE – Outside the city of Jerusalem on a hill called Golgotha 

The HOW – God the Father, God the Son and God the Holy Spirit did it by 
their sovereign power 

Col 2:12 Buried with him in baptism, wherein also ye are risen with him 
through the faith of the operation of God, who hath raised him from the 
dead. 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Canker
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gangrene
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1Th 1:9 For they themselves shew of us what manner of entering in we had 
unto you, and how ye turned to God from idols to serve the living and true 
God; 
1Th 1:10 And to wait for his Son from heaven, whom he raised from the 
dead, even Jesus, which delivered us from the wrath to come. 

Rom 8:11 But if the Spirit of him that raised up Jesus from the dead dwell 
in you, he that raised up Christ from the dead shall also quicken your 
mortal bodies by his Spirit that dwelleth in you. 

The WHY - Because of the depravity of man; there was no other way 

Isa 53:6 All we like sheep have gone astray; we have turned everyone to his 
own way; and the LORD hath laid on him the iniquity of us all. 

Jer 17:9 The heart is deceitful above all things, and desperately wicked: who 
can know it? 

Rom 3:23 For all have sinned, and come short of the glory of God; 

Rom 6:23 For the wages of sin is death; but the gift of God is eternal life 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Rom 5:12 Wherefore, as by one man sin entered into the world, and death 
by sin; and so death passed upon all men, for that all have sinned: 

Gal 3:22 But the scripture hath concluded all under sin, that the promise by 
faith of Jesus Christ might be given to them that believe. 

RESULT - Heavenly home for all believers - eternal life 

Joh 3:16 For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, 
that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life. 
Joh 3:17 For God sent not his Son into the world to condemn the world; but 
that the world through him might be saved. 
Joh 3:18 He that believeth on him is not condemned: but he that believeth 
not is condemned already, because he hath not believed in the name of the 
only begotten Son of God. 

Joh 14:6 Jesus saith unto him, I am the way, the truth, and the life: no man 
cometh unto the Father, but by me. 
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1Th 4:16 For the Lord himself shall descend from heaven with a shout, with 
the voice of the archangel, and with the trump of God: and the dead in 
Christ shall rise first: 
1Th 4:17 Then we which are alive and remain shall be caught up together 
with them in the clouds, to meet the Lord in the air: and so shall we ever be 
with the Lord. 
1Th 4:18 Wherefore comfort one another with these words. 

Joh 11:25 Jesus said unto her, I am the resurrection, and the life: he that 
believeth in me, though he were dead, yet shall he live: 
Joh 11:26 And whosoever liveth and believeth in me shall never die. 
Believest thou this? 
Joh 11:27 She saith unto him, Yea, Lord: I believe that thou art the Christ, 
the Son of God, which should come into the world. 

8. Hymenaeus and Philetus may have believed in a nascent form of the 
Christian heresy of Gnosticism. It is difficult to determine the nature of 
Alexander’s error except his error related to his failing to support Paul at 
his last trial. Perhaps it was an outgrowth of fear? 

9. Let’s review the Scriptures which mention these three heretics.   

2Ti 2:17 Their teaching will spread like gangrene. Among them are 
Hymenaeus and Philetus, 
2Ti 2:18 who have wandered away from the truth. They say that the 
resurrection has already taken place, and they destroy the faith of some. 

1Ti 1:18 Timothy, my son, I give you this instruction in keeping with the 
prophecies once made about you, so that by following them you may fight 
the good fight, 
1Ti 1:19 holding on to faith and a good conscience. Some have rejected these 
and so have shipwrecked their faith. 
1Ti 1:20 Among them are Hymenaeus and Alexander, whom I have 
handed over to Satan to be taught not to blaspheme. 

2Ti 4:14 Alexander the metalworker did me a great deal of harm. The 
Lord will repay him for what he has done. 
2Ti 4:15 You too should be on your guard against him, because he strongly 
opposed our message. 
 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Heresy
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gnosticism
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2Ti 4:16 At my first defense, no one came to my support, but everyone 
deserted me. May it not be held against them. 
2Ti 4:17 But the Lord stood at my side and gave me strength, so that 
through me the message might be fully proclaimed and all the Gentiles 
might hear it. And I was delivered from the lion's mouth. 
2Ti 4:18 The Lord will rescue me from every evil attack and will bring me 
safely to his heavenly kingdom. To him be glory for ever and ever. Amen.   

 Doctrine of False Communicators  

1. The Scriptures are replete with teachings about false communicators.  
False communicators are called: false prophets, wolves in sheep’s    
clothing, Satan's ministers, wells without water, hireling prophets, profane 
and vain babblers.  

1.1 False Prophets:  

Jer 14:14 Then the LORD said unto me, The prophets prophesy lies in my 
name: I sent them not, neither have I commanded them, neither spake unto 
them: they prophesy unto you a false vision and divination, and a thing of 
nought, and the deceit of their heart.  

Mat 7:15 Beware of false prophets, which come to you in sheep's clothing, 
but inwardly they are ravening wolves.  

Mat 24:11 And many false prophets shall rise, and shall deceive many.  

Mat 24:24 For there shall arise false Christs, and false prophets, and shall 
shew great signs and wonders; insomuch that, if it were possible, they shall 
deceive the very elect.  

Mar 13:22 For false Christs and false prophets shall rise, and shall shew 
signs and wonders, to seduce, if it were possible, even the elect.  

Luk 6:26 Woe unto you, when all men shall speak well of you! for so did 
their fathers to the false prophets.  

2Pe 2:1 But there were false prophets also among the people, even as there 
shall be false teachers among you, who privily shall bring in damnable 
heresies, even denying the Lord that bought them, and bring upon 
themselves swift destruction.  
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1Jo 4:1 Beloved, believe not every spirit, but try the spirits whether they are 
of God: because many false prophets are gone out into the world.  

1.2 Wolves In Sheep's Clothing  

Mat 10:16 Behold, I send you forth as sheep in the midst of wolves: be ye 
therefore wise as serpents, and harmless as doves.  

Luk 10:3 Go your ways: behold, I send you forth as lambs among wolves.  

Acts 20:29 For I know this, that after my departing from Ephesus shall 
grievous wolves enter in among you, not sparing the flock.  

1.3 Satan's Ministers  

2Co 11:4 For if he that cometh preacheth another Jesus, whom we have not 
preached, or if ye receive another spirit, which ye have not received, or 
another gospel, which ye have not accepted, ye might well bear with him ...  

2Co 11:13 For such men are false apostles, deceitful workmen, 
masquerading as apostles of Christ. 
2Co 11:14 And no marvel; for Satan himself is transformed into an angel of 
light. 
2Co 11:15 Therefore it is no great thing if his ministers also be transformed 
as the ministers of righteousness; whose end shall be according to their 
works.  

1.4 Wells Without Water  

2Pe 2:17 These are wells without water, clouds that are carried with a 
tempest; to whom the mist of darkness is reserved forever. 
2Pe 2:18 For when they speak great swelling words of vanity, they allure 
through the lusts of the flesh, through much wantonness, those that were 
clean escaped from them who live in error. 
2Pe 2:19 While they promise them liberty, they themselves are the servants 
of corruption: for of whom a man is overcome, of the same is he brought in 
bondage. 
2Pe 2:20 For if after they have escaped the pollutions of the world through 
the knowledge of the Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, they are again 
entangled therein, and overcome, the latter end is worse with them than the 
beginning. 
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2Pe 2:21 For it had been better for them not to have known the way of 
righteousness, than, after they have known it, to turn from the holy 
commandment delivered unto them. 
2Pe 2:22 But it is happened unto them according to the true proverb, The 
dog is turned to his own vomit again; and the sow that was washed to her 
wallowing in the mire.  

1.5 Hirelings  

Joh 10:12 But he that is an hireling, and not the shepherd, whose own the 
sheep are not, seeth the wolf coming, and leaveth the sheep, and fleeth: and 
the wolf catcheth them, and scattereth the sheep. 
Joh 10:13 The hireling fleeth, because he is an hireling, and careth not for 
the sheep.  

1.6 Profane and Vain Babblers  

1Ti 6:20 O Timothy, keep that which is committed to thy trust, avoiding 
profane and vain babblings, and oppositions of science falsely so called:  

2Ti 2:16 But shun profane and vain babblings: for they will increase unto 
more ungodliness.    

2. A few Old Testament examples:  

2.1 Satan convinced one-third of the angels to follow him in his rebellion 
and terrible act of pride.  

Isa 14:12 How art thou fallen from heaven, O Lucifer, son of the morning! 
how art thou cut down to the ground, which didst weaken the nations! 
Isa 14:13 For thou hast said in thine heart, I will ascend into heaven, I will 
exalt my throne above the stars of God: I will sit also upon the mount of the 
congregation, in the sides of the north:  

Rev 12:4 And his tail drew the third part of the stars of heaven, and did cast 
them to the earth: and the dragon stood before the woman which was ready 
to be delivered, for to devour her child as soon as it was born.  

2.2 Satan was a deft false communicator when he possessed the snake, a 
creature originally created as a thing of beauty but later cursed to its 
present state because of his seduction of Eve.  
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Gen 3:1 Now the serpent was more crafty than any of the wild animals the 
LORD God had made. He said to the woman, "Did God really say, 'You 
must not eat from any tree in the garden'?" 
Gen 3:2 The woman said to the serpent, "We may eat fruit from the trees in 
the garden, 
Gen 3:3 but God did say, 'You must not eat fruit from the tree that is in the 
middle of the garden, and you must not touch it, or you will die.' 
Gen 3:4 "You will not surely die," the serpent said to the woman. 
Gen 3:5 "For God knows that when you eat of it your eyes will be opened, 
and you will be like God, knowing good and evil." 
Gen 3:6 When the woman saw that the fruit of the tree was good for food 
and pleasing to the eye, and also desirable for gaining wisdom, she took 
some and ate it. She also gave some to her husband, who was with her, and 
he ate it.  

2.3 Satan was also a major player in the slaying of Abel.  

Gen 4:2 And she again bare his brother Abel. And Abel was a keeper of 
sheep, but Cain was a tiller of the ground.  
Gen 4:3 And in process of time it came to pass, that Cain brought of the 
fruit of the ground an offering unto the LORD. 
Gen 4:4 And Abel, he also brought of the firstlings of his flock and of the fat 
thereof. And the LORD had respect unto Abel and to his offering: 
Gen 4:5 But unto Cain and to his offering he had not respect. And Cain was 
very wroth, and his countenance fell. 
Gen 4:6 And the LORD said unto Cain, Why art thou wroth? and why is thy 
countenance fallen? 
Gen 4:7 If thou doest well, shalt thou not be accepted? and if thou doest not 
well, sin lieth at the door. And unto thee shall be his desire, and thou shalt 
rule over him. 
Gen 4:8 And Cain talked with Abel his brother: and it came to pass, when 
they were in the field, that Cain rose up against Abel his brother, and slew 
him.   

Joh 8:44 "Ye are of your father the devil, and the lusts of your father ye will 
do. He was a murderer from the beginning, and abode not in the truth, 
because there is no truth in him. When he speaketh a lie, he speaketh of his 
own: for he is a liar, and the father of it."  
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2.4 There were false communicators who no doubt tried to dissuade Noah 
in building the ark. As John Grey Barnhouse has said in his book entitled 
Genesis:   

"We must realize it had never rained upon the earth. Rain was one of the 
things not seen as yet.  

“What a fool Noah must have seemed to those who lived around him, when 
he warned of a change in nature that was one of the greatest in geological 
history."  

2.5 There were false communicators who rose up against Moses.  

Exo 17:2 Wherefore the people did chide with Moses, and said, Give us 
water that we may drink. And Moses said unto them, Why chide ye with 
me? wherefore do ye tempt the LORD? 
Exo 17:3 And the people thirsted there for water; and the people murmured 
against Moses, and said, Wherefore is this that thou hast brought us up out 
of Egypt, to kill us and our children and our cattle with thirst? 
Exo 17:4 And Moses cried unto the LORD, saying, What shall I do unto this 
people? they be almost ready to stone me. 
Exo 17:5 And the LORD said unto Moses, Go on before the people, and take 
with thee of the elders of Israel; and thy rod, wherewith thou smotest the 
river, take in thine hand, and go. 
Exo 17:6 Behold, I will stand before thee there upon the rock in Horeb; and 
thou shalt smite the rock, and there shall come water out of it, that the 
people may drink. And Moses did so in the sight of the elders of Israel. 
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